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Urban Population 
(millions of inhabitants)

Region 1950 1970 1990 2000 2010*
WORLD 732 1329 2271 2845 3475
High income nations 423 650 818 874 922

Low  and middle income nations 309 678 1453 1971 2553
“Least developed nations” 15 41 110 166 247

Source: David Satterthwaite 2007 based on UN 2006



Percentage of Population in 
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Percentage of World’s Urban 
Population living in…
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Percentage of World’s Urban 
Population living in each region
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The world’s fastest growing large cities 1950-2000 
according to population growth rates

Population (thousands) URBAN CENTRE COUNTRY 
c. 

1800
c. 

1900
1950 2000

Compound 
growth rate 
1950-2000 

Annual average 
increment in popn 

1950-2000 

Karaj 
Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)   10 1,063 9.8 21

Brasília Brazil   36 2,746 9.1 54
Monrovia Liberia   15 776 8.2 15

Abidjan Cóte D'Ivoire   65 3,055 8.0 60

Dubayy (Dubai) 
United Arab 
Emirates  10 20 938 8.0 18

Faridabad India   22 1,018 8.0 20

Durg-Bhilainagar India 0 0.1 20 905 7.9 18
Kaduna Nigeria   28 1,220 7.8 24

Bhubaneswar India   16 637 7.6 12
Conakry Guinea  7 31 1,222 7.6 24

Las Vegas 
United States of 
America   35 1,335 7.6 26

Yaoundé Cameroon  0.1 32 1,192 7.5 23
 



Urban Health in the Majority 
World towns and cities

• Massive Inequalities
• Double Burdens
• Urban Violence
• Green spaces??



Urban Inequality and its links 
to macro economy 

(Martinez 2004)

http://www.gisdevelopment.net/proceedings/gisdeco/2004/paper/javierpf.h
tm



Inequality in health outcomes in Nairobi

Location Neonatal
mortality
rate

Post-neonatal
mortality rate

Infant
mortality

Under five
mortality
rate

Nairobi ‘slums’
(average)

30.4 60.9 91.3 150.6

Central 24.5 43.5 68.0 123.1
Makadara 34.1 52.2 86.3 142.7
Kasarani 19.2 58.2 77.4 124.5
Embakasi 111.1 52.5 163.6 254.1
Pumwani 16.3 56.3 72.6 134.6
Westlands 23.1 79.9 103.0 195.4
Dagoretti 0.0 35.0 35.0 100.3
Kibera 35.1 71.1 106.2 186.5
National* 28.4 45.3 73.7 111.5
Rural* 30.3 45.7 75.9 113.0
Nairobi* 21.8 16.9 38.7 61.5
Other urban* 16.9 39.8 56.6 83.9



The double burden in the poorest cities
Kolkata
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Mortality amongst young people in Rio and Sao Paulo: análise do 
período de 1930 a 1991 (a transição epidemiológica para a violência) 

Letícia Legay Vermelho e Maria Helena P de Mello Jorge

Rev. Saúde Pública vol.30 no.4 São Paulo Aug. 1996



Green Spaces in Urban 
Majority World

• Urban 
Agriculture

• Urban Parks
• Lungs of Cities
• Peace builders?



Urban Agriculture
• Households involved

– 50% in Dakar
– 14% in Accra

• In Dar es Salaam 60% of 
milk sold is produced in the 
city

• Aquaculture around Bangkok 
generates approx $75 million 
pa.  Catfish farms produce 
70% of Thailand’s production 
of this fish

– Halweil and Nierenberg 
2007



Green spaces in Urban 
majority world

• “With economic development lower-income 
groups get goods which once seemed 
inaccessible to them. But they will never 
have access to green spaces unless 
governments act judiciously.”
Former Mayor of Bogotá, Enrique Penalosa (in State of 
the World 2007)



Cars, equity and Green Space

• “As developing country cities become more economically 
developed, the automobile becomes the main source of 
deterioration of the quality of life.” Cars become the least 
controllable air polluters. Wide, fast, and dangerous roads 
are “like fences…making the city less humane.” And cars 
demand, “unlimited investments in road infrastructure, 
which devour scarce public funds [for] water and sewage 
supply, schools, parks, and meeting the other basic needs 
of the poor.” Penalosa (2005 in SOW 2007)



Environmental Justice…….
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